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INTRODUCTION

The Marlene Silbert Youth Interfaith Intercultural Programme brings together 40 learners

from 9 different schools to participate in a 2 year programme of learning and personal

growth, building relationships of trust, respect and understanding between different

cultures, communities and religious traditions. 

2020 began with the 5-day camp for the Grade

10 group, which takes place at Mizpah Youth

Camp in Grabouw. The intention of the Camp is

to create a space, where the learners are able to

get to know each other, form friendships, and

share about each other’s cultural and religious

traditions. During the camp programme, each

religious group had a chance to present their

faith tradition and share something special with

the group. 

GRADE 10
CAMP
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As part of the two year experience, learners attend a 5-day camp, monthly workshops,

educational outings, an interfaith tour to different houses of worship, as well as school

exchanges. All of these experiences are uniquely designed to create a learning environment,

where the participants are able to meet each other across religious, racial or socio-economic

divides, build friendships based on trust and respect, deepen their knowledge of social issues

and interfaith dialogue, and step into the world as compassionate and active citizens.

Alongside the interfaith dialogue and learning,

the Camp programme covered themes of

understanding power, privilege, gender and

sexuality, responsible citizenship and leadership.

Through different workshops and group

activities learners are encouraged to practice

self-reflection, critical thinking . The camp

programme also includes activity time, song

sessions and game time, which are important

pillars in building a fun, respectful and trusting

community.



Learning, sharing and
growing together

A big element of camp is the dialogue groups,

where a safe listening space is created for learners

to share their stories and experiences, and build

trust as a group. This is not always easy, but

participants are taught skills such as

compassionate listening and dialogue

communication skills to support the process. 

These are all skills which we know will support

their development as leaders outside of this

programme as well, widening the impact to our

broader communities.

"It was interesting to hear
others' thoughts and
opinions and liberating to
share my thoughts and
opinions in a safe space."  -
student evaluation

DIALOGUE
GROUPS
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SPECIAL MOMENTS



During the Camp, we watched a special

video sent from participants in Bulgaria

and the Netherlands, who are part of

the Bridges - Eastern European Forum

for Dialogue, which is a fellow

Cooperation Circle of URI, wishing our

participants well for the camp

experience. You can watch this message

here. 

The group loved the video so much that

they wanted to send a response video,

of thanks and encouragement. Watch

our response video here.

When asked what had been
their biggest learning from
camp, the variety of
responses shows how
different each learners
experience is, but it also
shows the themes of self-
awareness, challenging
perceptions, and belonging,
that run throughout camp. 

I learnt a lot about other people's cultures,

backgrounds and religion.

I learned that everyone is on their own journey

and how to help them along.

We are brought together by the pillars of our

religions.

Voicing your opinion is important but not

forgetting that listening is important as well. I

also learnt how privileged I am and that rather

than using it to feel ashamed I must use it to

uplift others.

I have discovered that I am not separate from SA.

While I live in a bubble community, my fellow SA

youth see me as one of them.

I was lucky to know/learn new things of my

religion and my history.

That we all have different points of view on

different issues and topics.

My biggest learning was definitely on the

misconceptions of the different religions.

Compassionate Listening and WISER method of

arguing or bringing up your point.

Speaking your emotions. Good self-esteem and

building confidence.
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Bridges: Eastern European
Forum for Dialogue

GLOBAL
PARTNERSHIPS

This simple act of solidarity from
young people across borders and
programmes, gives us great hope
for the future!

LEARNERS
EVALUATIONS

https://www.facebook.com/216931261724224/videos/2697855207167813
https://www.facebook.com/216931261724224/videos/2653626594893540


Like many organisations and programmes, the impact of COVID-19 has been significantly

felt, but we have been determined to continue our programme as best we can! Our

programme would usually have had monthly meetings continuing throughout the year, where

the learners would come together and engage in different workshops, to continue their

learning of intercultural and interfaith experiences. 

With the changes necessitated by COVID-19, the programme too needed to adapt, and due

to not being able to gather physically, we had to re-think what the programme would look

like for the rest of the year. While on the one hand this endeavour comes with its own set of

challenges (high data costs, access to internet etc), on the other hand, it has provided an

exciting opportunity for the development of new programme material. 

We have worked hard to launch the MSYIIP Digital Connect Platform - an online site, where

learners can receive programme content, resources and activities relating to the programme

themes. This content is then engaged with throughout the month, using Whatsapp groups as

discussion groups. Our monthly meet ups have been replaced with online Zoom sessions,

some of which have featured guest speakers.

New developments

IMPACT OF COVID 19

ONLINE
SESSIONS
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Click here to view a
sample of the uniquely
designed MSYIIP Digital
Connect Platform Site. 

Finding new ways to connect and

engage has been an important step

for the programme. Our monthly

sessions now take place online,

allowing for the programme to

continue in providing young

people with the skills that will help

them reimagine a post covid world.

https://view.genial.ly/5f1bfcb86882cb0da006ad92


The Grade 11 Tutoring Programme, with the Amy

Biehl Foundation, has unfortunately had to be

put on hold. As schools continue to find new

ways of learning and teaching, our Grade 11s

stand ready to provide support in any way they

can, when the time is right. 

We are taking this time to reimagine what a

Grade 11 year of action can look like, and are

confident that from next year the programme

will launch with a powerful cohort of Grade 11’s

who are ambassadors of peace, healing and

justice not just in their schools, but their

communities and country as well.

GRADE 11
PROGRAMME
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Strengths 

Opportunities Threats 

Weaknesses

SWOT
ANALYSIS

Being able to move our programme online,

showing adaptability and willingness to

learn and develop new skills

Developing new content for the MSYIIP

Great teamwork between Programme

Coordinators 

The monthly sessions have led to great

discussions between the learners around

important topics

Our programme team capacity is limited

Opportunities to connect more with

partner organisations through networks

such as United Religions Initiative 

Opportunity to enhance the Grade 11

ambassador programme

COVID-19, led to one of our major

funders pulling out, posing a threat to the

financial sustainability of the

programme.



In this new and constantly

emerging world, we need young

people who are ready to take the

lead with passion and conviction,

grounded in values of social

justice and compassion, and

equipped with skills of critical

thinking, dialogue and leadership. 
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Mapping The Way
Forward

CONCLUSION

DONATIONS
Account Details:

Cape Town Interfaith Initiative
Standard Bank, 
Thibault Square Branch
Br. Code 051001
Account number: 270321357
Reference: MSYIIP Donation

We welcome donations of any amount,

as each contribution allows us to

continue impacting the lives of young

South Africans and creating young

leaders who are critical thinkers,

conscious citizens and activists of

peace. 

We are deeply grateful for your

continued support and commitment to

the development of South African

youth!

Donations can be made to the following

account: 

a student leadership team, 

the facilitation training programme,

a broadened Alumni network experience, 

and a deeper content and programme experience through local and global partnerships. 

Going forward we are excited to introduce new elements to the programme, such as: 

We invite you to join us on this journey and welcome your input and feedback! 

The Marlene Silbert Youth Interfaith Intercultural Programme strives to achieve exactly this.

We believe in this current moment our programme is more relevant than ever in providing

young people with the skills that will help them reimagine a post-covid world.


